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• Parent Handbook Items (2017-18)

- Conflict Resolution (p. 17)

- Tardiness (p. 21)

- Church Attendance (p. 22)

- Discipline (p. 22)

- Electronic Devices (p. 26)

• Home Visits

• New SIS (FastDirect)

- Update Family Info

- Mass texting
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After School Dismissal Procedure (p. 11)
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Building From the Ground Up

• “Building from the ground up” means a 

concentrated focus on our children, our 

future! In this presentation, we will take a look 

at ways to make sure our children succeed in 

school through Christ centered, parental 

involvement! Christian parental involvement 

will help build a strong and secure foundation 

in Christ. A lifetime of productive Christian 

service is most likely to follow with this 

foundation!



Good Shepherd’s Lutheran 

School’s Mission Statement

Good Shepherd’s Lutheran School exists 

to…

serve the families of our congregation and 

community by training young minds for life 

(academically), and preparing young hearts for 

eternity (spiritually).

Motivation: Compelled by Christ's love, guided by 

the Great Commission, and rooted in God's Word
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• Evaluate your involvement
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• More ideas on how to be involved

• What else can parents do?
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• Homework Tips

• Motivation Tips

• The ABC’s of Helping Your Child

• Conclusion
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• My family



SCRIPTURAL BASIS
• Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.“

• Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (NIV) These commandments 
that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie 
them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 
your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of 
your houses and on your gates.



SCRIPTURAL BASIS

• Proverbs 22:6 (NIV) Train {Or Start} a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is old he will 
not turn from it.

• Matthew 18:6-7 (NIV) But if anyone causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a large millstone 
hung around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depths of the sea. "Woe to the world because of 
the things that cause people to sin! Such things 
must come, but woe to the man through whom 
they come!



SCRIPTURAL BASIS

• 4th Commandment (NIV): Honor your father and 
mother, that it may go well with you, and that you 
may enjoy long life on the earth.

• Acts 20:28 (NIV) Keep watch over yourselves and 
all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers.

• 2 Peter 3:18 (NIV) But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and forever! Amen.



SCRIPTURAL BASIS
• 1Timothy 5:8 (NIV) If anyone does not provide 

for his relatives, and especially for his immediate 
family, he has denied the faith and is worse than 
an unbeliever.

• Romans 10:17 (NIV) Consequently, faith comes 
from hearing the message, and the message is 
heard through the word of Christ.

• John 3:16 (NIV) "For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, {[16] Or his 
only begotten Son (KJV)}that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.



SCRIPTURAL BASIS
• Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) “For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

• The list can continue on and on…



Parent Involvement Quiz
• What do you 

consider “Parent 
Involvement” to be?

• How are you 
involved?

• What do you expect 
from your 
involvement?

• Why are you 
involved?



What is Parental Involvement?
 Some examples of parental 

involvement

 Home talk

 Monitor homework

 Volunteering at school

 CEA Activities

 Parent calls school

 School calls parent

 Parent teacher conferences

 Classroom observations

 Read together

 Time together

 Etc.

 In the broadest of definitions, 
parental involvement is any 
interaction (positive and caring) 
parents have concerning their child 
(Ho Sui-Chu & Willms, 1996)



Evaluate Your Involvement
 I let my children know daily that I 

love them and value them
 I read to my children often
 I talk to my children’s teachers
 I attend parent-teacher 

conferences
 I attend school or activities 

meetings (i.e. CEA)
 I visit my children’s classrooms
 I check my children’s homework
 I know what my children are 

studying
 I attend school activities in which 

my children are involved
 I take my children to the library or 

museum
 I give my children a quiet place to 

study and uninterrupted study time 
each day

 I encourage the interests and 
hobbies of my children

 I allow my children to teach me 
things that they learn

 I arrange for my children to display 
or demonstrate things they have 
learned

 I encourage them to write (notes, 
journals, letters, etc.)

 I give my children a chance to read 
to family members

 I monitor the shows that they 
watch on television or on their 
devices and the video games that 
they play

 I discuss why some movies, video 
games, and shows are better for 
them to view than others

 I make sure my children are 
offered well-balanced meals

 I discuss house rules with my 
children

 I teach basic safety rules with my 
children

 I praise good efforts of my children
 I hug my children



Evaluate Your Involvement
 I teach my children to accept 

responsibility and why this is 
important

 I meet my children’s friends
 I am not afraid to discipline my 

children when it is necessary, but I 
temper it with love (Law and Gospel)

 I check to see if parents are home 
when my children are invited to parties

 I set definite, reasonable 
curfews/bedtimes

 I encourage my children to help 
prepare meals, read recipes, and 
measure ingredients

 I give my children freedom to make 
decisions which are age-appropriate

 I teach my children to respect and 
accept others, no matter what their 
culture or race

 I keep Christ as the focus for my 
children, reminding them of Christ’s 
love for us, our motivation for 
responding in love to him

 If you checked at 
least 23 of the 
previous 32 items you 
are probably an 
involved parent

 If you checked 18-22, 
you are moderately 
involved

 If you checked 17 or 
less, you are probably 
not involved enough



Research Basis
 80% to 20% factor

• On Equality of 
Educational Opportunity 
(Mosteller & Moynihan, 
1972)

• Family, outside of school 
factors influence 
achievement 80%

• School affects 
achievement 20%

• Socio Economic Status 
(SES) is the number one 
influence (Coleman, 
Campbell, Hobson, 
McPartland, Mood, 
Weinfeld, & York, 1966)



Research Basis
► Through the involvement of 

any parent in the classroom, 
school achievement levels of 
all students involved increase 
(Ho Sui-Chu & Willms, 1996)

► The entire community 
(church) needs to be actively 
involved in education 
(Barnett, Gustin, & DuSel, 
1996)

► A bond and connection must 
be made between families, 
communities, and education 
for increased achievement 
and success (Fowler & 
Corley, 1996)



Research Basis
 Parents must be aware of 

and involved with 
curriculum matters and 
the entire educational 
process (Dye, 1992)
 Through the 

involvement, even at the 
most simplistic of levels, 
increased achievement 
will occur

 The most successful 
method of education is 
one-on-one learning 
(Bloom, 1984)
 Families have a prime 

opportunity to provide 
one-on-one, 
individualized attention



More Ideas on How to be Involved
• Classroom tutor

• Supervise Recesses

• Help serve hot lunches

• Attend field trips

• Actively engage your 
children in meaningful 
conversation on a daily 
basis

• All of these methods in 
conjunction with previous 
suggestions are proven to 
help increase “student 
achievement” (Dye, 1992)



What Else Can Parents Do?
• “PRAY”

– For your children
– For other school children and families
– For guidance and help from the Lord
– For all children/people to come to the 

knowledge of salvation through Christ 
Jesus

– As a family (meals, morning, evening, 
etc.)

• Attend church regularly as a family
• Attend bible studies/Sunday school as a 

family
• Study God’s Word daily
• Daily devotions

- http://www.timeofgrace.org/moments
- https://wels.net/dev-daily/

• Provide a real focus on God’s Word (Law and 
Gospel) in everything that you do

http://www.timeofgrace.org/moments
https://wels.net/dev-daily/


• How many of you 
want your child in 
heaven?

• How many of you 
feel confident that 
you’re doing 
enough?



• Purpose of the program

• Faith Events

• First Faith Event is 
August 30th, 7pm

• Questions? Contact me!

GoodShepherds.net/FamilyFaith



Homework Tips



Homework Tips (Lavoie, 2007)

• Be willing to use “trial and error” to determine 

the best time and place for your child to do 

homework. Each child may have different 

needs.

• Consider having siblings complete homework 

together at the kitchen table or at a table in 

another room.

• Encourage the child to do each assignment to 

its completion and to seek assistance when 

she confronts difficulty.



Homework Tips (Dr. John Juern)
HELPS FOR THE “I HATE HOMEWORK” KID 

by Dr. John Juern

1. Establish a Mandatory Study Time (MST).

2. The MST is to be set up on Monday through 

Thursday nights.

3. It is during the MST that homework is done. But if 

the child has left his books at school, forgot what the 

assignment was, or even has no homework, there is 

still the MST.

4. For many children the best place for their MST is at 

the kitchen or dining room table and not in their room.

5. At the beginning of the MST, plan out the order in 

which the assignments are to be done.



Homework Tips (Dr. John Juern)
HELPS FOR THE “I HATE HOMEWORK” KID 

by Dr. John Juern

Continued….

6. When the child is ready to start the MST, it is wise for the 

parent to do some structuring or goal setting.

7. For most children, it is best if the parent does not sit down at 

the table and work with the child. IT IS CERTAINLY NOT BEST 

for the parent to do the homework for the child.

8. While all of the previous suggestions are going on, provide a 

lot of verbal praise and encouragement.

9. Finally, the MST must come to an end even if the homework 

is not completed. At times the MST may need to be extended to 

complete assignments, but if this is a continual problem, work 

not completed during the MST may have to come back to 

school unfinished with the child taking whatever consequences 

that may bring on.



Tips for Parent to Use in 
Motivating a Child (Lavoie, 2007)

• Recognize, Reinforce, and Celebrate the child’s 
successes and progress – even the small victories.

• Reinforce the child for small gains in a difficult 
subject area. Reward direction, not perfection.

• When reviewing a test or report card with a child, 
always comment first on the positive aspects.

• Speak positively and supportively about the child’s 
school and teachers. If the child senses a parent’s 
hostility toward the school, it is unlikely that the 
child will be motivated there.



More Tips for Parent to Use in 
Motivating a Child (Lavoie, 2007)

• Do not tell a child that a task “will be easy”. Rather say, 
“This task may be a challenge, but I know you can do it.”

• Celebrate risk-taking behavior on the part of the children. 
The willingness to take risks is fundamental to school 
success and motivation.

• Consistently demonstrate how much you value learning by 
supporting the policies and practices of your child’s school. 
Avoid criticizing the child’s teachers. Speak positively about 
your school experience and promote the idea that learning 
is a lifelong process.

• Show faith in your child and her ability to learn. Believe in 
them.



THE ABC’S OF HELPING YOUR CHILD
(Dr. Carole L. Riggs and the International Reading Program)

 Accept your child with 
unconditional love

 Believe in your child
 Communicate with your child
 Discuss things with your child
 Enjoy your child
 Find things of interest to do 

together
 Give your child responsibility
 Help your child with words of 

encouragement
 Impress upon your child what 

is really important
 Join your child in their 

activities
 Keep from over identifying 

with your child, do not live 
again through them

 Listen to your child
 Model behaviors you want to 

see from your child

 Name things for your child, 
labels are important

 Observe your child
 Pace your child
 Question your child
 Read to your child everyday
 Spend time with your child
 Take your child to the library 

and other learning places
 Understand that learning is not 

always easy
 Value your child, their school, 

and their teachers
 Write with your child
 X is often an unknown 

quantity, what would you like 
to add to the list?

 You are your child’s most 
important educator

 Zip it all up with love, love 
gives zest to life



Conclusion
• PS 78:4-7 (NIV) We will tell the next 

generation the praiseworthy deeds of the 
LORD, his power, and the wonders he has 
done. He decreed statutes for Jacob and 
established the law in Israel, which he 
commanded our forefathers to teach their 
children, so the next generation would know 
them, even the children yet to be born, and they 
in turn would tell their children. Then they 
would put their trust in God and would not 
forget his deeds but would keep his commands.

• PS 145:3-7 (NIV) Great is the LORD and 
most worthy of praise;  his greatness no one 
can fathom. One generation will commend your 
works to another; they will tell of your mighty 
acts. They will speak of the glorious splendor of 
your majesty, and I will meditate on your 
wonderful works. They will tell of the power of 
your awesome works, and I will proclaim your 
great deeds. They will celebrate your abundant 
goodness and joyfully sing of your 
righteousness.

• Dr. Seuss: “Oh, The Places You’ll Go!”
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Who is this?



Cy Sperling

President of Hair Club for Men

I’m not just the president… I’m also a client.



My Family
Wife, Carrie (married 
20 years)

Oldest daughter, 
Mollie (18 years)

Oldest Son, Elijah (16 
years)

Son, Jared (14 years)

Youngest, Lucie (11 
years)

Myself, Mike (too old 
to mention)


